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4 . Critiques 


Brushing aside the usual accolades, let me cite 
three critical comments. Incidentally they all came 
from CTs : 

A. A 22 year old man, fresh out of Oriental 
Studies at Princeton, and with a September 1967 
EOD gave this as his impression of the course as 
a whole, "good for someone who knows absolutely 
nothing about Vietnam and the Agency. A mixture 
of boredom, highlighted by moments of extreme 
interest and valuable information." On films he 
observed that "the films were of value only 
because the lights were then put out. All except 

^7? keen on TV several times, and the 

RD film itself was only slightly informative and 
far too simplistic." 

B. A 30 year old CT who had spent one year in 
Vietnam found the briefing of little value to him. 
He did think there should have been "much more 
information regarding personal needs. What was 
presented was done so poorly." His impression of 
the course as a whole was "Very Good," but he 
thinks that "most people attending the course are 
more interested in their personal needs and well 
being, and what to expect in Vietnam than the 
Agency’s broad concepts and relations to the 
country. 
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C. A 33 year old CT found most of the material 
presente^fas "A repetition of CT classes held 

the last nil *e months." He did 
add the course is a good one and a very useful 
necessity to orient personnel going to the highly 
sophisticated situation existing in Vietnam." 
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My only factual comment relates to attendance by 
these three people at the Orientation. The first young 
man faithfully attended the entire program; the second 
one came late the first day, slept through the first 
lecture and managed, presumably under the guise ot 
processing, to absent himself most of the week; the 
third CT, the only one of genial disposition, also 
managed to come and go pretty freely , also under the 
same guise. 
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